We appreciate the interest showed by Dr Schachner in our article [1] and we thank him for sharing his experience with 7 removals of displaced atrial septal defect (ASD) devices [2] . Dr Schachner's question regarding the number of interventional ASD closure devices implanted in participating centers during our study period has already been addressed in our article. As stated in the limitations section, several study patients had ASD device placement in other referring institutions. Therefore, it was not possible to determine the 'denominator', that is, the undoubtedly much larger overall number of percutaneous ASD closures which were performed during the same time interval without resulting in known surgical complications. There is also considerable uncertainty regarding the 'numerator': In the absence of complete long term follow up data, the true incidence of ASD -device related complications for patients who had apparently 'successful' ASD device closure during the same time period is unknown, since serious late complications may have remained unreported to the participating centers or treated elsewhere. Such information, as well as a comparison of the safety and efficacy of ASD closure by devices versus 
